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Club Champion
The Custom Club age is here
By Leonard Finkel

If you told the average golfer that one change would instantly have them hitting 
the ball farther, more accurately and even lower their scores, they would likely 
laugh at you. Incredible as it may sound, a comprehensive custom club fitting 
with personalized equipment is that one change.
 A Golf Magazine study found that 90 percent of American golfers might be 
playing with improperly fit clubs, meaning nine out of ten golfers are missing out 
on extra yards and more accurate putts every time they tee off. We interviewed 
world-renowned instructors David Leadbetter and Hank Haney on the impact of 
club fitting and here’s what we learned.
 “It never ceases to amaze me that golfers buy clubs off the shelf and 
assume they’re right for them,” said Leadbetter. “Whether you’re a great golfer 
or a casual one, getting a custom club fitting is one of the quickest ways to 
improve your game.”
 If you’re looking at buying a set of irons off the rack, you’ll get a standard, 
stock shaft that has a standard length and flex. This doesn’t change if you’re 
5-foot-4 or pushing seven feet. In most instances, clubs that are not custom fit are 
hurting your game.
 Club manufacturers do a great job of marketing their new products and 
touting all the benefits of their equipment – improvements to the clubface, custom 
weighting options, new materials – but what they don’t tell golfers is that not 
every club and shaft suits every golfer. There’s more to a golf club than just look 
and feel. Those other elements, along with aftermarket shafts, are what separate 
custom fitted equipment from clubs bought off the shelf.
 Haney, a Golf Digest top 10 instructor, believes an optimized set of golf 
clubs is the key to more distance.
 “Distance is so important, and everybody can achieve more distance with 
custom equipment,” Haney said. “We see it with the touring pros. And that 
opportunity is there with premium fitters like Club Champion. The advancements 
we’ve had in equipment and in club fitting are just so incredible, that for 
somebody not to take advantage of it is a wasted opportunity.”
 Most golf retailers use fitting carts provided by club manufacturers. While they 
offer options, golfers are unable to mix and match across brands to determine 
their ideal combinations. A 
traditional retailer will fit you for 
Callaway, TaylorMade or other 
manufacturer’s clubs using that 
company’s fitting cart. But you’ll 
only be fit for the shafts in that 
specific cart, so the options are 
limited. 
 Chicago-based Club 
Champion, along with other 
specialty fitters, set themselves 
apart with a unique coupling 
system that allows for the 

combination of any head with 
any shaft. Because of this, Club 
Champion can deliver a Tour-quality 
fitting that produces longer, more 
accurate shots with a nearly 100 
percent satisfaction rate from its 
customers. 
 The company’s approach 
is unbiased in that no specific 
vendor is promoted. In fact, Club 
Champion offers hundreds of shafts, 
many not available through most 
other fitters and retailers. The goal 
is to find the best combination of 
components to lower a golfer’s 
scores. In addition to its unrivaled 
selection of combinations – more 
than 35,000 – Club Champion 
stands out because its clubs are 
built in-house to exacting, unrivaled 

There isn’t anyone who can’t 

benefit from club fitting. With 

the advances in custom fitting 

technologies to optimize your 

equipment, everybody can 

achieve more distance. At 

Club Champion, you get a 

truly professional fitting. They 

can actually prove it works. 

For somebody not to take 

advantage of Club Champion’s 

expertise, they’re just wasting a 

tremendous opportunity.

—Hank Haney, Golf Digest Top 10 Instructor

Facts Box
For more information about Club 
Champion, including scheduling 
a fitting, visit clubchampion.com. 
There are four Chicago-area 
locations: deerfield, schaumburg, 
Willowbrook, and Chicago’s north 
loop. Call 888-335-3968 for more 
information.

clubchampion.com
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tolerances. Variables such as swingweight, 
length, lie, and flex definitely alter performance. 
At Club Champion they calibrate their loft, lie, 
and swingweight machines in every studio with 
those in their 15,000 square foot build shop, so 
you can be sure the club you hit in their fitting 
bay is the same club you purchase. This extra 
step is unique to Club Champion and makes 
a big impact on the performance of your new 
custom clubs.
 The approach seems to be effective. A Golf 
Digest study found that eight out of nine Club 
Champion custom-fit golfers lowered their scores 
by as much as six strokes per round and added 
an average of 21 yards off the tee.
 Who benefits most from custom fitting? There’s 
a myth that only “good” golfers should invest their 
time and money in a fitting, but Haney disagrees, 
“There isn’t anyone who can’t benefit from club 
fitting. People just don’t pay enough attention to their 
equipment. I guess they just think it’s all the same, but 
it’s not. If you get the right club for you, it can make 
a tremendous difference in your golf game.”
 Leadbetter is on the same page. While he 
thinks Tour players are an obvious match for 
club fitting, he understands that they have the 
ability to make adjustments to their game that the 
average golfer cannot. “I don’t think there’s any 
player that wouldn’t benefit from club fitting. The 

Club Champion truly is one of the most 

innovative club fitters in the business. 

They provide a consumer experience that 

is undeniably helpful for all golfers to play 

better. We couldn’t be more thrilled with 

our partnership with Club Champion.

—David Abeles, TaylorMade Golf CEO

continued on page 34
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Where one great course leads to another

It’s close to home... And, with 13 incredible courses at 
one unforgettable destination, it’s a golfing experience 

you’ll treasure. You’ll spend less time traveling and more 
time doing what you love to do... Playing tons of  golf.  
Come PLAY and STAY with us. Book your Golf  Trail 
Getaway today. Visit GolfAtLakeOfTheOzarks.com.

average player would probably benefit 
far more than even the Tour player 
would. Because to get fitted and have 
a club that suits their length, lie, shaft, 
flex, material, and grip size ... those 
factors make a huge difference for the 
average golfer to be able to reach 
their potential.”
 Another big difference between 
Tour players and casual golfers is 
having the time and resources to devote 
to improving their game. Leadbetter 
adds, “Players don’t have a lot of 
time to work on their golf swing these 
days, so to actually fit a club to their 
particular swing can get really great 
results. Obviously, Club Champion fitters 
are the best at it, and with their stores 
around the country, people have access 
to all this information.” 
 According to Haney, instruction 
starts with the most fundamental 
element of your golf game – 
equipment. If he’s fighting his students’ 
equipment, he can’t get a true read of 
the problems. “If somebody’s slicing it 
or hooking or pulling or pushing it, I 
want to make sure there’s not something 
in their equipment contributing to that,” 
Haney said. “If you don’t get the 
equipment right first, then you’re going 
to have to over-correct in order to get a 
ball flight change and you don’t want 
to do that.”
 Golfers who have experienced 
the gains and improvements after 
a fitting rave about the benefits. 
Gary Lichenstien, who was fit with 
a TaylorMade driver and Callaway 
irons, says, “My distance off the 
tees has increased by 20 yards 
consistently, on occasion even more. 
My average score has dropped about 
four to five strokes on average. I feel 
over time, I can still pick up a few 
more strokes.”
 When Club Champion says you’ll 
add 20 yards off the tee, they mean it. 
Whether a golfer is looking to buy new 
clubs or just upgrade his or her current 
set, Club Champion guarantees that an 
investment in premium club fitting will 
improve his or her game. Fittings range 
from $80 for wedges to $350 for an 
entire bag. Their Perfect Fit Guarantee 
includes free loft and lie adjustments 
and a lifetime warranty against 
manufacturer defects. 
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Stability and Grip Pressure
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sequencing, he still seemed to yip at 
impact. I decided to take some closeup 
video of his hands through impact to 
see what was going on. When I did, 
you could see that the handle of the 
club was literally coming out of his 
hands at impact. He clearly didn’t have 
control over the clubface as he was 
contacting the ball. 
 I asked what he was working on 
in terms of tension in his hands. He 
said he was trying to use constant, light 
grip pressure, as if he was holding a 
live bird—Sam Snead’s classic tip. It’s 
something I had certainly told students 
earlier in my career.
 But the reality of clubface control 
is more toward a tight grip than a 
loose, uncontrolled one. I asked my 
student to firm up his grip pressure 
through impact, so that he was 
squeezing at a 7 when the clubhead 
got to the ball. In a matter of one ball, 
the yips were gone.
 He just needed to feel that control.
 The amount you need to increase 
pressure depends on the kind of shot 
you have in front of you (page 19). For 
all shots, you’d start with about a 3 on 
that 1 to 10 scale. On a putt, you might 
only increase to a 4. For a driver, you’d 
increase to an 8. For short game shots, 
you’d want to increase more for shots 
that provide more resistance because of 
the lie. That means a 6 or 7 for a shot 
from deep grass or from the sand.
 Go to a short game practice area 
and experiment for yourself to find the 
variables that work the best for you. But 
the overarching point is that you want 
to forget about the idea of a consistent, 
soft grip pressure. 
 Although it might sound like an 
oversimplification, I can promise you 
it isn’t. Every miss you experience 
in the scoring zone comes because 
of a breakdown in one of these 
fundamentals. When you have 
command of them, you’re well on your 
way to building the confidence all 
great short game players have.  

Todd Sones, author of The Scoring 
Zone, owns and operates Todd Sones’ 
Impact Golf School at White Deer Run 
in Vernon Hills.
847-549-8678
www.toddsones.com

 Yet, if you planned prior to this 
moment, writing down statements and 
externalizing these thoughts in your 
yardage book, then you will be better 
prepared for such moments. Your 
yardage book should also include 
positive affirmations, or better yet, 
reminders that help you get back on 
track physically and mentally. These 
reminders can include your favorite 
go-to weapons, a “plan B” strategy, 
or even an alternate swing shape or 
thought. It can be helpful to simply 
remind yourself of specific cause and 
effects. For example, when you hook 
the ball, what is typically the cause 
of such a ball flight? If you have 
planned and practiced this scenario 
beforehand, then at least you will 
have some comfort in knowing that 
alternative solutions exist.

Tactical skills
Many golfers know this concept as 
“golf course management,” but I prefer 
the phrase “tactical skills” because it’s 
an accurate description of a carefully 
planned and calculated strategy that 
resonates more clearly to people. 
I once heard Hank Haney say that 
when Tiger Woods was dominating, 
nobody realized how smart and 
disciplined he was in devising his 
strategy for a course.
 When creating your plan, you must 
understand how the course is playing 
that day and how to effectively use 
your strengths to minimize the likelihood 
of you having to hit uncomfortable 
and low-probability shots. Each shot 
is it’s own moment. You have to 
determine what choices you have, 
assess risk versus reward, check in 
with how confident you are with those 
choices, and then make a decision that 
weighs probability and circumstance. 
Once decided, elite players are fully 
committed to that decision and are OK 
with the result no matter the outcome.
 If you are wishing to upgrade your 
game to that next level, give these “soft 
skills” some attention. You will be glad 
you did. 

Chris Oehlerking is the managing 
partner and senior coach at The 
Golf Practice, which has three north 
suburban locations.

 Founder Rob Maguire gives credit 
for the tour’s success to the enthusiasm 
of league members.
 “It ’s been an amazing story that 
I’m proud to be part of,” he said. “We 
started the tour with the single concept 
of offering a fun competition that players 
of all different skill sets could enjoy and 
work toward owning trophies and gift 
cards. Today, the league is thriving as we 
continue to locate the area’s best golf 
courses to host the events; we have five 
flights so that everyone from a scratch 
player to a 19-plus handicapper can 
participate, and with larger participation 
we’ve kept the green fees low for all.” 
 Along with individual stroke play 
tournaments, the tour schedules best-ball 
competitions and even a team match 
play Ryder Cup-style event to be played 
this year at Whistling Straits – site of 
the 2020 Ryder Cup matches.
 “While the concept of the tour orig-
inally focused on friendly competition, 
it became apparent right away that the 
tour is as much about making friends as 
it is about competition among friends,” 
McGuire said.
 The top 15 players in each local flight, 
assuming play in at least 50 percent of 
the season’s events, are awarded the 
opportunity to compete in the National 
Tour Championship played last year in 
Hilton Head, S.C. That event pairs Chicago 
tour members against competitors of 
other Golfweek Amateur Tours from 
across the country.
 Besides keeping track of scoring 
averages and points earned for playing 
in events, the tour keeps players inter-
ested year around with newsletters and 
monthly raffles. “Our players like being 
engaged with each other even during 
the offseason,” McGuire said. 
 The popularity of the Chicago tour, 
in fact, has spawned the Chicago Senior 
Amateur Tour, open to players 50 and 
above. This season’s venues include 
Bowes Creek in Elgin, The Preserve at 
Oak Meadows, and Cantigny in Wheaton.
 Membership fees to join the league 
start at a modest $100 and include a 
goodie bag, a national golf magazine 
subscription and a USGA handicap.
 More information on the Chicago 
Golfweek Amateur Tour is available at 
www.amateurgolftour.net. 
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